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To the Honourable J AM ES HAMILTON j Ey; Lieutenant-Gover- 
nor, and Commander in Chief, of the Province of Pennfylvania, and 
Counties of New-Caftle, Kent and Suflex, upon Delaware, 


The RE PORT of Ricuarp Perers, Isaac Norris, aud Benjamin 

_ Franxuin, Ejfguires, Commiffioners appointed to treat with fome Chiefs of 
the Ohio Indians, at Carlifle, in rhe County of Cumberland, dy a Com- 
miffion, bearing Date the 22d Day of September, 1753. 


May it pleafe the Governor, on ig A 
O T knowing but the Indians might be waiting at Carlile, we made all the Difpatch poffi- 
; ble, as foon as we had received our Commiffion, and arrived there on the Twenty-fixth, 
N but were agreeably furprized to find that they came there only that Day. 


IMMEDIATELY onour Arrival we conferred with Andrew Montour, and George Croghan, in order to 
_know fromi them what had occafioned the prefent coming of the Indians, that we might, by their In- 
telligence, regulate our firft Intercourfe with them; and were informed, that tho’ their principal Defign, 
when they left Obi0, was to hold a Treaty with the Government of Virginia, at Winchefter, where 
they had accordingly been; yet they intended a Vifit to this Province, to which they had been fre- 
quently encouraged by Andrew Montour, who told them, .he had the Governor’s repeated Orders to 


invite them to come and fee him, and affured them of’ an hearty Welens 2 od thar they had niore- 
ver TOMit tropkeest. MIAUCrS rm PropOle and +ranfadt with THIS Overnment, 


Tur Commiffioners finding this to be the Cafe, and that thefe Indians were fome of the moft confi- 
derable Perfons of the Six Nations, Delawares, Shawonefe, with Deputies from the Twightwees, and 
Owendaets, met them in Council, in which the Commiffioners declared the Contents of their Commif- 
fion, acknowledged the Governor’s Invitation, and bid them heartily welcorhe among their Brethren of 
Pennfylvania, to whom their Vifit was extremely agreeable.---Comrad Weifer and Andrew Montour 
interpreting between the Commiffioners and Indians, and feveral Magiftrates, and others, of the prin- 
cipal Inhabitants of the County, favouring therm with their Prefence. 


_ Tue Twightwees and Delawares having had feveral of their great Men cut off by the French arid 
‘their Indians, and all the Chiefs of the Ocvendaets being lately dead, it became neceffary to condole 
their Lofs; and no Bufinefs could be begun, agreeable to the Indian Cuftoms, till the Condolances 

were pafied; and as thefe could not be made, with the ufual Ceremonies, for want of the Goods, 
which were not arrived, and it was uncertain when they would, the Commiffioners were put to fome 

Difficulties, and ordered the Interpreters to apply to Scarrooyady, an Oneido Chief, who had the Con- 
‘duct of the Treaty in Virginia, and was a Perfon of great Weight in their Councils, and to afk his O- 
‘pinion, whether the Condolances would be accepted by Belts and Strings, and Lifts of the particular 

Goods intended to be given, with Affurances of their Delivery as foon as they fhould comie. Scarrod- 
yady was pleafed with the Application, but frankly declared, that the Indians could not proceed to Bufi- 
-nefs while the Blood remained on their Garments, and that the Condolances could not be accépted un- 
_lefs the Goods, intended to cover the Graves, were actually fpread on the Ground before them. A 

Meffenger was therefore forthwith fent to meet and haften the Waggoners, fince every Thing muft 

itop till the Goods came. 


It was then agreed to confer with Scarrooyady, and fome other of the Chiefs of the Shawonefe and 
Delawares, on the State of Affairs at Obi0, and from them the Commiffioners learned, in fundry Con- 
ferences, the following Particulars, viz, 


“© Tuat when the Governor of Pennfyluania’s Exprefs arrived at Obio, with the Account of the 
March of a large French Army to the Heads of Ojo, with Intent to take Poffeffion of that Country, 
it alarmed the /udians fo much, that the Delawares, at Weningo, an Indian Town, fituate high up on 
_ Obio River, went, agreeable to a Cuftom eftablifhed among the Jndians, and forbad, by a formal No- 
en the Commander of that Armament, then advanced to the Straits, between Lake Ontario and 
ake Erie; to continue his March, at leaft not to prefume to come farther than Niagara; This had 
not 
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not however any Effeét, but, notwithftanding this Notice, the Fresch continued their March; which, 
being afterwards taken into Confideration by the Council, at Logs-Town, they ordered fome of their 
principal Indians to give the French a fecond Notice to leave their Country, and return Home; who 
meeting them on a River running into Lake Erie, a little above Weningo, addreffed the Commandet 


in thefe Words : 
The fecond Notice delivered to the Commander of the French Army, then near Weningo. 


Father Onontio, 

Your Children on Objo are alarmed to hear of your coming fo far this Way. We at firtt héard 
you came to deftroy us; our Women left off planting, and our Warriors prepared for War. We 
have fince heard you came to vifit us as Friends, without Defign to hurt us; but then we wondered 
you came with fo flrong a Body. If you have had any Caufe of Complaint, you might have fpoke 
to Oxas, or Corlaer (meaming the Governors of Penn/ylvama, and New-York) and not come to difturb 
us here. We have a Fire at Logs-Town, where are the Delawares, and Shawonefe, and Brother Ozass 
you might have fent Deputies there, and fatd openly what you cate about, if you had thought amifs 
of the Engli/h being there ; and we inyite you to do it now, before you proceed any further, 


The French Officer’s Anfwer. 

Children, } 
I rinp you come to give me an Invitation to your Council Fire, with a Defign, as I fuppofe, to 
cal] me to Account for coming here. T muft let you know that my Heart is good to you; I mean 
no Hurt to you ; I am come by the great King’s Command, to do you, my Children, Good. ‘You 
feem to think I carry my Hatchet under my Coat ; I always carry it openly, not to ftrike you, but 
thofe that fhall oppofe me. I cannot come to your Council Fire, nor can I return, or ftay here ; [am 
io heavy a Body that the Stream will carry me down, and down I fhall go, unlefs you pull off my 
Arm: But this { will tell you, I am commanded to build four ftrong Houfes, viz. at Weningo, Mo- 
hongialo Forks, Logs-Town, and Beaver Creek, and this I will do. As to what concerns Ozas, and Affa- 
rogoa (meaning the Governors of Pennfylvania and Virginia) J have fpoke to them, and let them 
know they mutt go off the Land, and I fhall fpeak to them again; if they will not hear me, it is their 
Fault, I will take them by the Arm, and throw them over the Hills. All the Land and Waters on 
this Side MJ/egheny Hills are mine, on the other Side theirs ; this is agreed on between the two Crowns 
over the great Waters. I donot like your felling your Lands to the Englifh; they fhall draw you 
into no more foolifh Bargains. I will take Care of your Lands for you, and of you. The Engli/b 

give you no Goods but for Land, we give you our Goods for nothing.” 


We were further told by Scarrooyady, that when the Anfwer to this Meffage was brought to Logs- 
Town, another Council Was ely COT ot the Sz Naisorrs Doelaemercrs and ee wha un- 
animoufly agreed to divide themfelves into two LPaiues, vue to go ww Virginin, aud Pennfylvania, 


with Scarrooyady, and the other to go with the Half King to the French Commander, who had it in 
Charge to make the following Declaration, as their third and laft Notice. + 
The third Notice, delivered by the Half King to the Commander of the French Fortes. 4 Seek 
5 , 
Father, 

You fay you cannot come to our Council Fire at Logs-Town, we therefore now come to you, to 
know what is in your Heart. You remember when you were tired with the War (meaning Queen 
Anne's War) you of your own Accord fent for us, defiring to make Peace with us; when we came, 
you faid to us, Children, we make a Council Fire for you ; we want to talk with you, but we muft 
firft eat all with one Spoon out of this Silver Bowl, and all drink out of this Silver Cup ; let us ex- 
change Hatchets ; let us bury our Hatchets in this bottomlefs Hole; and now we will make a plain 
Road to all your Countries, fo clear, that Onontio may fit here and fee you all eat and drink out of 
the Bow! and Cup, which he has provided for you. Upon this Application of yours we confented 
to make Peace ; and when the Peace was concluded on both Sides, you made a folemn Declaration, 
faying, Whoever fhall hereafter tranfgrefs this Peace, let the Tranfgreffor be chaftifed with a Rod, 
even tho’ it be I, your Father, 


Now, Father, notwithftanding this folemn Declaration of yours, you have whipped feveral of your 
Children; you know belt why. Of late you have chaftifed the Twigbtwees very feverely, without tell- 
ing us the Reafon ; and now you are come with a {trong Band on our Land, and have, contrary to 
your Engagement, taken up the Hatchet without any previous Parley, Thefe Things are a Breach of 
the Peace ; they are contrary to your own Declarations: Therefore, now I come to forbid you. I 
will ftrike over all this Land with my Rod, let it hurt who it will. Itell you, in plain Words, you 
muft go off this Land. You fay you have a ftrong Body, a ftrong Neck, and a ftrong Voice, that 
when you fpeak all the Zmdievs muft hear you. It istrue, you are a {trong Body, and ours is but 
weak, yet we are not afraid of you. We forbid you to come any further ; turn back to the Place 
from whence you came. 


_ Scarrooyapy, who was the Speaker in thefe Conferences, when he had finifhed this Relation, ei 
his Reafon for fetting forth thefe three Meffages to the French in fo diftinét a Manner ; becaufe, ‘faid 

e, the Great Being who lives above, has ordered us to fend three Meffages of Peace before we make 
War :---And as the Ha/f King has, before this Time, delivered the third and laft Meflage, we have 
nothing now to do bur to ftrike the French, 


THE 
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Tue Commifiioners were likewife informed, by Mr. Croghan, that the Obio Indians had received _ 1753), 
from the Virginia Government a large Number of Arms in the Spring, and that at their preffing In- Ga-y——J, 
ftances a fuitable Quantity of Ammunition was ordered in the Treaty at /Vinchefter to be lodged for - 
them, ina Place of Security, on this Side the Ohio, which was committed to the Care of three Per- . 4) 
fons, viz. Gueft, William Trent, and Andrew Montour, who were impowered to diftribute oe. 
them to the Indians as their Occafions and Behaviour fhould require. That all the Tribes fettled at or 
near Allegheny would take their Meafures from the Encouragement which thefe Jzdians fhould find in , 
the Province of Virginia ; and that the kind Intentions of this Government in the Appropriation of a 
large Sum of Money for the Ufe of thefe Iudians, in cafe they fhould be diftreffed by their Enemies, 
and their Hunting and Planting prevented, were well known to them by the repeated Informations of 
Andrew Montour and the Traders. ’ 





CONRAD WEISER, to whom it was earneftly recommended by the Commiffioners, to procure 
allthe Information poffible from the Indians of his Acquaintance, touching their Condition and Difpofi- 
tion, and the real Defigns of the french, did likewife acquaint us, that all Perfons at Objo would have 
their Eyes on the Reception of thofe Indians, now at Carufle, and judge of the Affection of this Pto- 
vince by their Treatment of them; and that as the intended Prefent was no Secret to thofe Indians, it 
was his Opinion, that the Whole fhould, at this Time, be diftributed ; for if any Thing can, fuch a 
genereus Donation muft needs attach the Indians entirely to the Exglifp. 


Tuese feveral Matters being taken into Confideration by the Commiffioners, and the Governor 
having given them exprefs Directions to accommodate themfelves to the Circumftances of the Indians, 
as they fhould appear in examining them at the Place of Treaty, we were unanimoufly of Opinion, 
that an Addition fhould be made to the Goods bought at Philadelphia, in which a Regard fhould be 
had to fuch Articles as were omitted or fupplied in lefs Quantities than was fuitable to the prefent 
Wants of the Indians. On this Refolution, the Lifts of Goods were examined, and an additional Quan- 
tity bought of Fobn Carfon, at the Philadelphia Price, and ufual Rate of Carriage. 


Durine thefe Confultations, it was rumoured that the Half King was returned to Logs-Town, and 
had received an unfatisfactory Anfwer, which was confirmed, but not in fuch Manner as could be po- 
fitively relied on, by a Brother of Andrew Montour, and another Perfon who came direétly from AP 
legheny. ‘This alarmed the Commiffioners, and made them willing to poftpone Bufinefs till they fhould 
know the Certainty thereof, judging, that if the Half King was returned, he would certainly fend a 
Meffenger Exprefs to Carlifle, with an Account of what was done by him; and from this the Com- 
miffioners might take their Meafures in the Diftribution of the Prefent. 


A Letter, wrote by Zaaf, and Callender, two Indian Traders; dated the Twerty-eighth Day of 
September, from a Place fituate a little on this Side Allegheny River, directed to William Buchanan, was 
given him the Morning of the firft Day of Oéfober, and he immediately laid it before the Commif- 
fioners for their Perufal. In this Letter an Account is given; that the “490 King wee rceurucd, and 
had been received in «very-contemptuous Manner by the French Commander; who was then preparing 
with his Forces to come down the River ; and that the Half King, on his Return, thed Tears, and 
had actually warned the Englifh Traders not to pafs the Odio, nor to venture either their Perfons or 
their Goods, for the French would certainly hurt them. On this News the Conferences with Scarioo- 
yady, and the Chiefs of the Six Nations, Delawares, and Shawonefe, were renewed, and the Letter 
read to them, at which they appeared greatly alarmed ; but, after a fhort Paufe, Scarrooyady, addrefling 
himfelf to the De/awares and Shawone/e, fpoke in thefe Words : ; 


_ Brethren ana Coufins, ee ; 

I roox on this Letter as if it had been a Meffage from the Half King himfelf: We may expect no 
other Account of the Refult of his Journey. However, I advife you to be {till, and neither fay nor 
do any Thing till we get Home, and I fee my Friend and Brother the Ha/f King, and then we thall 
know what is to be done; ~ P 


Tue Forms of the Condolances, which’ depend entirely on Zzdian Cuftoms,, were fettled in Confe- 
ences with Scarrosyady, and Cayanguileguoa, a fenfible Indian, of the Mohock Nation, and aPetfon 
intimate with and much confulted by Scarrosyady, in which it was agreed to take the Six Nations a- 
Jong with us in thefe Codolances ; and accordingly the proper Belts and Strings were made ready, 
and Scarrooyady prepared himfelf to exprefs the Sentiments of both in the Indian Manner. And as 
the Goods arrived this Morning before Break of Day, the feveral Sorts ufed on thefe Occafions were 
laid out ; and the Judias were told that the Commiffioners would fpeak to themi at Eleven a Clock. 





At a Meeting of the Commiffioners, and Indians, at Carlifle, the firft Day of OGober; 1753. i 
BisRer E> Sosa Ny .T; 
RicuarD PErers, f 
Me, Isaac Norris f Efquires, Commiflioners. 

ah BenjJAMIN FRANKLIN, 

The Deputies of the Six Nations, Delawares, peel Twightwees, and Owendaets. 
Conrap WEISER ‘ AMES WRIGHT, RGR aie a 7 
a eae Moen Interpreters. ioe oe et Efquires, Mémbers of Affembly, 

The Magiftrates, and feveral other Gentlemen and Freeholders of the County of Cumberland. 
The Spezcu of the Commiffioners. 

“J Brethren, Six Nations, Delawares, Shawonefe, Twightwees, and Owendaets, 





fPN\HOUGH the City of Philadelphia be the Place where all Indians fhould go, who have Bufi- 

nefs to tranfact with this Government, yet at your Requeft, fignified to Colonel Fairfax, at 

Ahinchefter, and by him communicated to our Governor, by an Exprels to Philadelphia, he has a 
B pleafe 


jj 
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1953.  pleafed on this particular Occafion to difpenfe with your coming there, and has done us the Honout 
t—————_ to depute us to receive and treat with you at this Town, in his Place and Stead; this is fet forth in 


his Commiffion, which we now produce to you, under the Great Seal of this Province, the authentick 
Sicn and Teftimony of all A&s of Government. 


Brethren, 
By this String we acquaint you, that the Six Nations do, at our Requeft, join with us in condo- 
ling the Loffes you have of late fuftained by the Deaths of feveral of your Chiefs and principal Men ; 


and that Scarrooyady is to deliver for both what has been agreed to be faid on this melancholy Occafion. 
. Here the Commiffioners gave a String of Wampum. 


Then Scarrooyady fpoke as follows : 


Brethren, the Twightwees and Shawonefe, 

Ir has pleafed Him who is above, that we fhall meet here To-day, and fee one another ; I and my 
Prother Ovas join together to fpeak to you. As we know that your Seats at Home are bloody, we 
wipe away the Blood, and fet your Seats in Order at your Council Fire, that you may fit and 
confult again in Peace and Comfort as formerly ; that you may hold the antient Union, and ftrengthen 
it, and continue your old friendly Correfpondence. 
Here a String was given. 

Brethren, ‘Twightwees, and Shawonefe, 

We fuppofe that the Blood is now wafhed off. We jointly, with our Brother Ozas, dig a Grave 
for your Warriors, killed in your Country ; and we bury their Bones decently ; wrapping them up 
jn thefe Blankets ; and with thefe we cover their Graves. 

Here the Goods were given to the Twightwees, and Shawonefe. 


Brethren, Twightwees, and Shawonefe, ¥ 
I, and my Brother Onas, jointly condole with the Chiefs of your Towns, your Women and Chil- 
dren, for the Lofs you have fuftained. We partake of your Grief, and mix our Tears with yours. 
We wipe your Tears from your Eyes, that you may fee the Sun, and that every Thing may become 
clear and pleafant to your Sight; and we defire you would mourn no more. 
Here a Belt was given. 


Tue fame was faid to the Delawares, mutatis mutandis. 
Anp then he fpoke to the Owendaets, in thefe Words : 


Our Children, and Brethren, the Owendaets, H 
You Nave near wnat 1 ana-my_ Reather Qna-have jointly faid to the Twightwees, Shawonefe, and 
Delawares: ‘We now come to {peak to you. We are informed that your 0-4 old wife Men are all 
dead, and you have no more left. 


We muft let you know, that there was a Friendfhip eftablifhed by our and your Grandfathers ; and 
a mutual Council Fire was kindled. In this Friendship all thofe then under the Ground, who had not 
yet obtained Eyes or Faces (that is, thofe unborn) were included ; and it was then mutually promifed 
to tell the fame to their Children, and Childrens Children: But fo many great Men of your Nation 
have died in fo fhort a Time, that none but Youths are left ; and this makes us afraid, left that Treaty, 
fo folemnly eftablifhed by your Anceftors, fhould be forgotten by you: We therefore now come to 
remind you of it, and renew it; we re-kindle the old Fire, and put on frefh Fuel. 

Here a String was given. 


Tue other Speeches, of burying the Dead, &c. were the fame as thofe to the Twightwees, &c: 
Arter each had been fpoken to, Scarrooyady proceeded thus : 


Brethren, Delawares, Shawonefe, Twightwees, axd Owendaets, 

We, the Englifh, and Six Nations, do now exhort every one of you to do your utmoft to pre- 
ferve this Union and Friendfhip, which has fo long and happily continued among us: Let us keep 
the Chain from rufting, and prevent every Thing that may hurt or break it, from what Quarter fo- 
ever it may come. 


Turn the Goods allotted for each Nation, as a Pefent of Condolance, were taken away by each, 
and the Council adjourn’d to the next Day. 





At a Meeting of the Commiffioners, and Indians, at Carlifle, the 2d of OGtober, 1753. 


PR Re vo ae Nea ae 
The Commiffioners, The fame Indians as Yefterday, 
The Magiftrates, and feveral Gentlemen of the County, 
The Speecu of the Commiffioners. 
Lrethren, Six Nations, Delawares, Shawonefe, Twightwees, and Owendaets, ; 

O W that your Hearts are eafed of their Grief, and we behold one another with chearful Couni- 
tenances, we let you know that the Governor, and good People of Pennflvania, did not fend 
ua tO receive you empty-handed, but put fomething inte our Pockets, to be given to fuch as fhould 
‘ avour 
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rea 
E,vour us with this friendly Vit: Thefe Goods we therefore requeft you would accept of, and divide 31757) | 
amoneft all that are of your Company, in fuch Proportions as fhall be agreeable to you. You know md 
how to do this better than we. What we principally defire, is, that you will confider this Prefent as " 
a Token of our cordial Efteem for you; and ufe it with a Frugality becoming your Circumftances, y | 
which call at this Time for more than ordinary Care. 7 








Brethren, pea ae: 
Wiru Pleafure we behold here the Deputies of five different Nations, viz. the United Six Nations; 


the Delawares, the Shawonefe, the Twightwees, and the Owendaets. _ Be pleafed to caft your Eyes to- 
wards this Belt, whereon fix Figures are delineated, holding one another by the Hands. This isa 
juft Refemblance of our prefent Union: The five firft Figures reprefenting the five Nations, to which 
you belong, as the fixth does the Government of Pesnfylvania ; with whom you are linked in a clofe 
and firm Union. In whatever Part the Belt is broke, all the Wampum. runs off, and renders the 
Whole of no Strength or Confiftency. In like Manner, fhould you break Faith with one another, 
or with this Government, the Union is diffolved. We would therefore hereby place before you the 
Neceffity of preferving your Faith entire to one another, as well as to this Government. Do not fe- 
arate: Do not part on any Score. Let no Differences nor Jealoufies fubfift_ a Moment between 
_ Wation and Nation; but join all together as one Man; fincerely and heartily. We on our Part fhall 
always perform our Engagements to every one of you. In Teftimony whereof, we prefent you with 


this Belt. 


ar 


Here the Belt was given. 
Brethren, . it ae ae Se , 
We have only this one Thing further to fay at this Time : Whatever Anfwers you may havé 
to give, of Bufinefs to tranfact with us, we defire you would ufe Difpatch; as it may be dange- 
rous to you, and incommodious to us, to be kept long from our Homes, at this Seafon of the Year, 


~— ee 


~ 





At a Meeting of the Commiffioners, and Indians, the 3d of O&tober, Ig 9ai 
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The Commiffioners, The fame Indians as before: 
Several Gentlemen of the County: 


ist Scarroyady, Speaker. 
_ Brother Onas, der entire oath a . epic willl 
} H A T we have now to fay T am BUNS ta fpeak: in Behalf of che Davightxssry Sbawone fe, 
IN Deelaaavpe mor WNT S45 4 tial 


You have, like a true and affectionate Brother, comforted us in our Affliction. You have wiped 
away the Blood from our Seats, and fet them again in order. You have wrapped up the Bones of 
our Warriors, and covered the Graves of our wife Men; and wiped the Tears from our Eyes; and 
the Eyes of our Women and Children: So that we now fee the Sun; and all Things are become 
pleafant to our Sight. We thall not fail to acquaint our feveral Nations with your Kindnefs. We 
fhall take Care that it be always remembered by us ; and believe it will be attended with fuitable Re- 
turns of Love and Affection. . 


Then one of the Twightwees food uP, and Jpoke as follows i (Scarrooyady Interpreter.) 


_ Brother Onas,- > {Py a 5 MPLA te - 

Fur Outawas, Cheepaways, and the French, have fttuck us.---The Stroke was heavy, and hard to 
be borne, for thereby we loft our King; and feveral of our Warriors, but the Lofs our Brethren, the 
Englifb, faffered,; we grieve for moft. The Love we have had for the Englih, from our firft Know- 
Jedge of them, {till continues in our Breafts; and we fhall ever retain the fame ardent Affection for 
them,---We cover the Graves of the Engl with this Beaver Blanket, We mourn for them more 

than for our own People. 3 : ' 
Here be {pread on the Floor fome Beaver Skins, fewed together in the Form of a large Blanket. 


t 





pts. Then Scattooyady fpoke as follows : 
_ Brother Onas; - ; 7 
I spgax now on Behalf of all the Indians prefent, in Anfwer to what you faid when you gave us 
the Goods and Belt. What you have faid to us Yefterday is very kind, and pleafes us exceedingly. 
The Speech which accompanied the Belt, is particularly of great Moment. We will take the Bele 
home to Ofjo, where there is a greater and wifer Council than us; and confider it; and return you a 
full Anfwer, We return you Thanks for the Prefent. 
Gave a String. 

_ Brother Onas, bie a x 

Last Spring, when you heard of the March of the French Army, you were fo good as to fend 
‘us Word, that we might be on our Guard: We thank you for this friendly Notice. 


Brother Onas, mfg . . 

Your People not only trade with us in our Towns, but difperfe themfelves over a large and wide 

‘®xtended Country, in which refide many Nations: At one End live the Twightwees, and at the 2S 
n 
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L—\—— they are, and will be, your Brethren, let Osontio fay what he wil, 
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End the Caghnawagas, and Adirondacks, thefe you muft comprehend in your Chain of Friendhhip 5 


i 


Gave a String. 
Brother Onas, 

I prstre you would hear and take Notice of what I am about to fay now. ‘The Governor of Vir- 
vinia defired Leave to build aftrong Houfe on Obio, which came to the Ears of the Governor of Ca- 
nada; and we fuppofe this caufed him to invade our Country. We do not know his Intent ; becaufe : 
he fpeaks with two Tongues. So foon as we know his Heart, we fhall be able to know what to do; ’ 
and fhall fpeak accordingly to him, We defire that Pennfylvania and Virginia would at prefent for- 
bear fettling on our Lands, over the Allegheny Hills. We advife you rather to call your People back 
on this Side the Hills, left Damage fhould be done, and you think ill of us. But to keep up our 
Correfpondence with our Brother Oxzas, we will appoint fome Place on the Hills, or near them ; and wi 
do appoint George Croghan, on our Part, and defire you to appoint another on your Part, by a forma) 
Writing, under the Governor’s Hand. Let none of your People fettle beyond where they are now ; 
nor on the Funiata Lands, till the Affair is fettled between us and the French, At prefent, George 
Croghan’s Houfe, at Funiata, may be the Place where any Thing may be fent tous. We defire a 
Commiffion may be given to the Perfonintrufted by the Government of Pennfylvania , and that he may 
be directed to warn People from fettling the Jndiaas Lands, and impowered to remove them, 

Gave a Belt and String. 
Brother Onas, . 

Axi we who are here defire you will hear what we are going to fay, and regard it asa Matter of 
Moment: The French look on the great Number of your Traders at Ohio with Envy; they fear 
they fhall lofe their Trade. You have more Traders than are neceflary; and they fpread themfelves 
over our wide Country, at fuch great Diftances, that we cannot fee them, or protect them. We de- 
fire you will call back the great Number of your Traders, and let only three Setts of Traders remain ; 
and order thefe to flay in three Places, which we have appointed for their Refidence, wiz. Logs-Town, 
the Mouth of Gavawa, and the Mouth of Mobongely ; the Indians will then come to them, and bey 
their Goods in thefe Places, and no where elfe. We fhall likewife look on them under our Care, and 
fhall be accountable for thera. We have fettled this Point with Virginia in the fame Manner. 

. Gave a String. 
Brother Onas, 

Tue Englifo Goods are fold at too dear a Rate to us. If only honeft and fober Men were to deal 
with us, we think they might afford the Goods cheaper : We defire therefore, that you will take ef- 
feétual Care hereafter, that none but fuch be fuffered to come out to trade with us. 

Gave a String. 
Brother Onas, . grt, 

Your Traders now bring fcarce any Thing but Rum and Flour: They bring little Powder and 
Lead._or other valuable Goods, The Rum ruins us. _ We beg you would prevent its coming in fuch 
Quantities, by regulating the Traders. ~~ -vrearever underftood the Trade was to be for Whifkey and 
Flour. We defire it may be forbidden, and none fold in the Indian Country 9 Bie thor if the Tendiiaee 
will have any, they may go among the Inhabitants, and deal with them for it. When thefe Whifkey 
Traders come, they bring thirty or forty Cags, and put them down before us, and make us drink ; 
and get all the Skins that fhould go to pay the Debts we have contracted for Goods bought of the 
Fair Traders ; and by this Means, we not only ruin ourfelves, but them too. © Thefe wicked Whifkey 
Sellers, when they have once got the Indians in Liquor, make them fell their very Clothes from their 
Backs.---In fhort, if this Practice be continued, we muft be inevitably ruined: We moft earneftly 


therefore befeech you to remedy it. 
a5 4 : A treble String. 


Brother Onas, ; : 
I nave now done with generals ; but have fomething to fay for particular Nations. 


Tur Shawonefe heard fome News fince they came here, which troubled their Minds; on which 
they addreffed themfelves to their Grandfathers, the Delawares; and faid, Grandfathers, we will live 
and die with you, and the Six Nations: We, our Wives and Children ; and Children yet unborn. , 


N. B. Chis was occafioned by Conrad Weiler’s having told them in private Converfation, that 
avbile be was in the Mohock Country, be was informed, that the French intended to drive 
away the Shawonele (as well as the Englifh) from Ohio. 

Scarroorapy then proceeded, and faid, I have fomething farther to fay on Behalf of the Shawone/e. 

Brother Onas; . AY 43 | ; . 

‘Ar the Beginning of the Summer, when the News was brought to us, of the Approach of the 
French, the Shawonefe made this Speech to their Uncles, the Delawares, faying, “ Uncles, you have 
often told us, that we were a fenfible and difcreet People; but we loft all our Senfe and Wits, when 
we flipp’d out of your Arms 5 however, we are now in one another’s Arms again, and hope we 
fhall Nip out no more, We remember, and are returned to our former Friendfhip, and hope it will 
always continue. In Teftimony whereof, we give you, our Uncles, a String of ten Rows.” 


Tur Shawonefe likewife, at the fame time, fent a Speech to the Six Nations, faying, ‘¢ Our Brethren, 
the Englifb, have treated us as People that had Wit: The French deceived us: But we now turn 
our Heads about, and are looking perpetually to the Country of the Six Nations, and our Brethren, the 
Englifh, and defire you to make an Apology for us; and they gave cight Strings of ae 
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The Delawares and Six Nations do therefore give up thefe Strings to Onas, and recommend the Shaw- 
stefe to him as a People who have {een their Error, and are their and our very good Friends. 
, Gave eight Strings. 
Brother Onas, ; 

Berorse I finifh, I muft tell you, we all earneftly requeft you will pleafe to lay all our prefent Tran- 
faétions before the Council of Oxondago, that they may know we do nothing in the Dark. They may 
perhaps think of us, 2s if we did not know what we were doing; or wanted to conceal from them 
‘vhat we Go with our Brethren; but it is otherwife , and therefore make them acquainted with all our 
Proceedings: ‘This is what we have likewife defired of the Virgidmens when we treated with them at 
Vinchefter. « | 


Brother Onas, : Ye a or 
I rorcot fomething which I muft now fay to you; it is to defire you would affift us with fome 
Horfes to’ carry our Goods ; becaufe you have given us more than we can carry ourfelves. Our Wo- 
men and young People prefent you with this Bundle of Skins, defiring fome Spirits to make them 
chearful in their own Country ; not to drink here. * 
Presented a Bundle of Skins. 
Then he added: 


Tue Twi ghtewees intended to fay fomething to you; but they have miflaid fome Strings, which has 
put their Speeches iato Diforder ; thefe they will rectify, and {peak to you in the Afternoon. 
ih Them the Indians withdrew. 


ee ee ere 


At a Meeting of the Commiffioners and Indians the ad of October, 1753. P. M. 
a BR Bs” ONT; 
The Commiffioners, The fame Indians a3 before! 
The Magiftrates, and feveral Gentlefien of the County. 


The Twightwees /peak by Andrew Montour. 
Brother Onas, — ; Re eo Pe 
E ARKEWN what [have to fay to the Six Nations, Delawares, Shawonefe, and Erglifh. 

Tur French have ftruck us; but tho’ we have been hurt, it is but on one Side ; the other Side 1s 
fafe. Our Armon that Side is entire» eed =ith it we laid hold on our Pine and have brought it along 
with ss to fhew you it io we sevd as. ever: And we inati 1wave rm with YOU, thar ic wiay DC always 
ready for us and dur Brethren to fmoak in when we meet together. 

Here be delivered over the Calumet, decorated with fine Feathers. 
Brother Onas, ae ; 
.. We havea fingle Heart. We have but one Heart. Our Heart is green; and good, and found : 
This Shell, painted green on its hollow Side, is a Refemblance of it. 


Tue Country beyond us, towards the Setting of the Sun, where the French live, is all in Darknefs ; 
-we.can fee no Light there: But towards Sun-rifing, where the Englifa live, we fee Light ; and that is 
the Way we turn our Faces. Confider us as your faft Friends, and good Brethren. . 

Here he delivered a large Shell, painted green on the Concavefide, with 

| Bg “3 a String of Wampum tied to it. 
©. Brother Onas, . . “ry? LA pr gig MRE 1 7h 5 o 
Tuis Belt of Wampum was formerly given to the King of the Piankafbas, one of our Tribes, by 
the Six Nations ; that if at any Time any of our People fhould be killed, or any Attack made on 
them by their Enemies, this Belt fhould be fent with the News, and the Szx Nations would believe it. 


Tue Twightwers, when they brought this Belt to the Lower Shawonefe Town, addreffed themfelves 
to the Shawonefe, Six Nations, Delawares, and then to the Englifh, and faid ; 


_ _. Brethren, ie Spee ae eo Pe Sa ae Re 
We are anunhappy People: We have had fome of our Brethren, the Englj/b, killed and taken 
Prifoners in our Towns. Perhaps our Brethren, the Englifo, may think, or be told, that we were the 
Caufe of their Death: We therefore apply to you the Shawonefe, 8c. to afflure the Englijh we were 
not: The Attack was f fudden, that it was not in our Power to fave them. And we hope, when 
you deliver this Speech to the Englifo, they will not be prejudiced againft us, but look on us as their 
Brethren : Our Hearts are good towards them. 


A large Belt of fourteen Rows. 
Brethren, . fa 
One of our Kings; on his Death-bed, delivered to his Son, the young Boy who fits next to mie, 
chefe eight Strings of Wampum, and told him, Child, «¢ Iam in F riendfhip with the Shawonefe, De- 
lawares, Six Nations, and Englifo, and 1 defire you, if by any Misfortune I fhould happen to die, or 
be Kr 3,7 Enemies, you would fend this String to them, and they will receive you in Friendfhip 
in my Stead, 


Delivers the Strings. 
‘Cc Tue 


ie eee os ae. —— | ak all 1 a = 


— | 


1753s 

















1753: 


ny 


fy te Al 

Tue following is a Speech of the Wife of the Piankajba King, alter her Hufband’s Death, addref- 

fed to the Shawonefe, Six Nations, Delawares, and Enghjb: ‘* Remember, Brethren, that my Hut- 

band took a faft Hold ef the Chain of Friendfhip fubfifting between your Nations: Therefore I 

now deliver up his Child into your Care and Protection, and defire you would take Care of him ; and 

remember the Alliance his Father was in with you, and not forget his Friendfhip, but continue kind 
to his Child,” 


Gave four Strings black and white. 


Brethren, Shawonefe, Dela , Six Nations, ad Englifh, . 
We acquaint all our Brethren, that we have prepared this Beaver Blanket as a Seat for all our Bre- 
thren to fit on in Council. In the Middle of it we have painted a green Circle, which is the.Colour 
and Refemblance of our Hearts; which we defire our Brethren may believe are fincere towards our 
Adliance with them. 


Delivered a Beaver Blanket. 


Then Scarrooyady jftood up and faid: 
Brother Onas, 

Tue Shawonefe and Delawares delivered this Speech to the Six Nations, and defited they would de- 

liver it to the Englifo ; and now I deliver it on their Behalf. . 
Brethren, . 

We acquaint you, that.as the Wife of the Piankafba King delivered his Child to all the Nations, 
to be taken Care of, they defire that thofe Nations may be interceeded with, to take Care that the 
faid Child may be placed in his Father’s Seat, when he comes to be a Man, torule their People. And 
the Six Nations now, in Behalf of the Whole, requeft, that this Petition may not be forgot by the 
Englifo, but that they would fee the Requeft fulfilled. 

ria! Gave four Strings. 


Tuen Scarrooyady defwed the Six Nations Council might be made acquainted with all thefe Speeches : 
And added, that they had no more to fay ; but what tney have faid is from their Hearts. 





ta Meeting of the Commiffioners, and Indians, the 4th of October, 1753; 
DP RY hee 1, eee ee waa 


The Commifioners, 


’ 


“The fame waavans as before, 
~The Gentlemen of the County. 


The Cominiffioners, unwilling to lofe any Time, ‘prepared their Anfwers early this Morning; and fent Sor the 
Indians ; who having feated themfelves, the following Speech was made to them: © ity) 


Brethren, Six Nations, Delawares, Shawonefe, ‘Twightwees, and Owendaets, Yeut 
HE feveral Matters delivered by you Yefterday have been well confidered ; and we are now 
going to return you our Anfwers. i 


Tue Concern expreffed by the Twightwees for the'Death and Imprifonment of the Exglih, with 
their Profeffions of Love and Eiteem, denotes a fincere and friendly Difpofition, which entitles them to 
our Thanks, and the Continuance of our Friendfhip; this they may certainly depend om, 

Brethren, ; 

You -have recommended to us the feveral Nations, who, you fay, live in that great Extent of 
Country, over which our Traders travel to difpofe of their Goods, and efpecially the Twightwees, 
Adirondacks, and Caghnawagas, who you fay live at different Extremities, and have.good Inclinations 
towards the Exglifb.---We believe you would not give them this Character unlefs they deferved ,it. 
Your-Recommendations always will have a Weight with us, and will difpofe us in Favour of them, 
agreeable to your Requett, [aot 


Yo 


Brethren, a i Ng #4 LW tin) 

Tue feveral. Articles which contain your Obfervations on the Indiay ‘Traders, and the loofe ftrag- 
pling Manner in which that ‘Trade is carried on, thro’ Countries lying at great Diftances ‘from your 
Towns---Your Propofals to. remedy this, by having named three Places ‘for the Traders to refide ing 
under your Care and Protection, ~with a Requett, that the Province would appoint the bene Per- 
fons to.be concerned in this Trade;. for whom they will be anfwerable---What you fay about the vaft 
Quantities of Rum, and its ill Effeéts, andthat no more may be brought amongft you ; all thefe‘have 
made a very {trong Jmpreffion upon our Minds; and was it now in our to reétify thefe Diforders, 


and to put Matters on the Footing you prepofe, we would do it with great Pleafure: But thefe are 

“Affairs which more immediately concern the Government ; in thefe therefore, we fall imitate your 

txample, by laying them before the Governor, affuring you, that our heartieft Reprefentations of the 

Neceflity of thefe Regulations fhall not be wanting, being convinced, that unlefs fomething Pa 
, pec 
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fpeedily done in thefe Matters, the good People of this Province can no longer expect Safety or Profit ‘ 


tn their Commerce, nor the Continuance of your Affection, 


Brethren, 
We will fend an Account to Onondago of all that has been tranfacted between us. 
We will affift you with Horfes for the Carriage of the Goods given you. 


¢ 


We grant your Women and young Men their Requeft for Rum, on Condition it be not delivered 
~to therm until you fhall have paffed the Mountains, 


SeaRRooyapy fome Days ago defired us to give Orders fot the Mending of your Guns, &e. and 


~ we'did fo ; being obliged to fend for a Gunfmith out of the Country, as no One of that Trade lived 
“in the Town ; who promifed to come: But having broke hi 


\ s Word, it has not been in our Power to 
comply with this Requett. 


Flere the String given with the Requeft was returned. 


Havine delivered our general Aniwer, we thall now proceed to give one to what was faid by 
particular Nations, as well by the Shawonefe in the Foreneon, as by the wightwees in the After- 
noon. = 

} Ww ret 
Brethren, Delawares, and Shawonefe, iyo 4%; AE 7+ 

We are glad to fee you in fuch good Difpofitions to each other. We entreat you to do every 
‘Thing you can to preferve the Continuance of this agreeable Harmony. The Shawone/e may be 
affured we retain no Manner of Remembrance of their formet Mifcarriages: We are perfectly recon- 
ciled, and our Efteem for their Nation is the fame as ever. 


Gave a@ large String. 
Brethren, Twichtwees, 


We fhall take your feveral Prefents, Shells, Strings, Beaver Blanket, and Calumet Pipe, with us, 
and deliver them to the Governor ; that thefe, and the feveral Things faid at the Delivery of them, 
may remain in the Council Chamber, at Philadelphia, for our mutual Ufe and Remembrance, when- 
ever it fhall pleafe the Great Being, who fits above; to bring us together in Council again. 

Gave a long String: 
Brethren; 3 pars ; 

We defire you will fend thefe two Strotids to the young King, a3 an Acknowledement of our 

affectionate Remembrance of his F ather’s Love to us, and of our Good-~ill to him. 


Br pleafed to prefeue to the Widow of the Piankafba King; our late hearty Friend, thefe Hand- 
Aerchiefs, to wipe the Tears from het Eycs, and likewife give her Son thefe two Strouds to clothe 
him. : 

a Here two Hauydkerchiefs and two Strouds were given. 
Brethren Twightwees; eRe pat a 

We affure you we entertain no hard Thoughts of you; nor in any wife impute to you the Mis- 
fortune that befel the Exglifh in your Town ; it was the Chance of War; We were ftruck together ; 
we fell together; and we lament your Lofs equally with our own. | 


Breibren, Six Nations, Delawares, Shawonele, Twightwees, and Ovendaets, 
_ We have now finithed our Anfwers 3, and we hope they will be agreeable to you; Whatever we 
have faid, has been with a hearty Good-will towards you 3 our Hearts have. accompanied our Pro- 
feffions, and you will always find our Aétions agreeable to them. Then the Commmiflioners were 
filent; and, after a Space of Time, renewed their Speeches to them. ; 


Brethren, Six Nations, Delawares, Shawonefe, Twightwees, avd Owendaets; ; . 
We have fomething to fay to you, to which we entreat you will give your clofett Attention, fines 
it concerns both us and you very mych, oa 


Brethren, , : al Bh Sit Jil. rab rtett ts Ltda Dacht {ek ov 
We have held a Counci on ile prefent Situation.of your Affairs, We tiave Reafon to think; 
from the Advices of Tagf and Callender, that it would be too great a Rifque, confideting the pre- 
fent Diforder Things are in at Ohio, to encreafe the Quantity of Goods already given you: -We 
therefore acquaint you, that, though the Governor has furnifhed us with a larger Prefent of Goods, 
to put into your publick Store-houfe, as a general Stock, for your Support and Service, and we did 
intend to have fent them along with you; we have, on this late difagreeable Piece of News, altered 
our Minds, and determined; that the Goods fhall not be delivered till the Governor be made ac- 
quainted with your prefent Circumitances; and fhall give his own Orders for the Difpofal of them. 
find that they may lie ready. for your Ufe; to be applied for, whenever the Delivery may be fafe, 
feafonable, and likely to do you the moft Service; we have committed them to the Care of your 
good biiend, George Croghan, who ig to tran{mit to the Governor, by Exprefs, a true and faithful Ac- 
count how your Matters are likely to turn cut; and on the Governor’s Order, and not otherwife, to 
put you into the Poffeffion of them. 


Tuts we hope you will think a prudent Caution, and a Teftimony of our Caré for your real Good 
and Welfare, . 


Brethren, 
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Wer heve a Favour of a particular Nature to requeft from your Speaker, Scarrooyady, in which 
we expeét your Concurrence, and joint Intereft; and therefore make it to him in your Prefence. 


lere the Commiffioners applying to Scarrosyaay, fpoke as follows: 
ere the prey!ns yy AE 


™ 


Refoecied Chief and Brother Scarrooyady, 

Wr have been informed by Andrews Montour, and George Creghan, that you did at Winchefter, in 
publick Council, undertake to go to Carolina, to follicit the Releafe of fome Warriors of the Shawo- 
yee Nation, who ate faid to be detained in the publick Prifon of Charles-Town, on Account of fome 
Mifchicf committed by them, or their Companions, in the inhabited Part of that Province; and 
thefe two Perfons, who are your very good Friends, have given it as their Opinion, if, after you 
know what has paffed at Ofi0, you thal! now leave this Company of Indians, and not return with 
them to their Families, and affift in the Confultations with the Ha/f King, and their other Chiefs, 
what Meafures to take in this unhappy Situation of yout Affairs, all may be itrecoverably loft at 
Allegheny, and the Lofs with Juftice be laid at your Door. You may, perhaps, be afraid to difoblige 
the Shawonefe; as it was at their Inftance you undertook this Journey; but we intend to {peak to 
them, and have no Doubt of obtaining their Confent ,; convinc’d as we are, that the Releafe of thefe 
Prifoners will be fooher and mofé effectually procur’d by the joint Interpofition of the Governors of 
Pennfylvania and Virginia, than by your perfonal Sollicitation ; in as much as our Governor, to whom 
we fhall very heartily recommend this Affair, can fend, with greater Difpatch, his Letters to Caro- 
lina, than you can perform the Journey ; for at this Seafon, Opportunities prefent every Day of fend- 
ing by Sea to Charles-Town ; and an Exprefs by Land may be difpatched to Governor Dunwiddie, as 
{oon as we return to Philadelphia. 

Gave a String. 


Tus Shawonefe Chiefs exprefling Diffatisfaction at this Endeavour of the Commiffioners to ftop 
Starrooyedy, it gave us fome Trouble to fatisfy them, and obtain their Confent ; but at laft it was ef- 
fected; and when this was fignified to Scarrooyady, he made this Anfwer. 


Brother Onas, é 
I witt take your Advice, and not go to Virginia at this Time,----but go Home, and do every 
Thing in my Power for the common Good. And fince we are here now together, with a great deal 
of Pleafure I muft acquaint you, that we have fet a Horn on Andrew Montour’s Head, and that 


you may believe what he fays to be true, between the Six Nations and you, they have made him one 


of their Counfellors, and a great Man among them, and love him dearly. 
oleae joi Scarrooyady gaze a large Belt to Andrew. Montour, and 


‘Arrer this Difficulty was got over, nothing elfe Fematted™ to be done; and as the Abfence of 


chefe Indians was dangetous, the Commiffioners put an End to the Treaty, and took their Leave of 
them, making private Prefents at patting, to fuch of the Chiefs, and others, as were recommended 
by the Interpreters to their particular Notice. 


Tuus, may it pléafe the Governor, we have given a full and juft Account of all our Proceedings, 
and we hope our Conduét will meet with his Approbation. But, in Juftice to thefe Indians, and the 
Promifes we made them, we cannot clofe our Report, without taking Notice, That the Quantities 
of {trong Liquors fold to thefe Indians in the Places of their Refidence, and during their Hunting Sea- 
fons, from all Parts of the Counties over Safquebannab, have encreafed of late to an inconceivable 
Degree, fo as to keep thefe poor Indians continually under the Force of Liquor, that they are here- 
by become diffolute, enfeebled and indolent when fober, and untraétable and mifchievous in their 
Liquor, always quarrelling, and often murdering one another: That the Traders are under no Bonds, 
nor give any Security for their Obfervance of the Laws, and their good Behaviour ; and by their 
own Intemperance, unfair Dealings, and Irregularities, will, it is to be feared, entirely eftrange the 
‘Affections of the Indians fom the Englifb, deprive them of their natural Strength and Aétivity, and 
oblige them either to abandon their Country, or fubmit to any Terms, be they ever fo unreafonable, 
from the French. Thefe Truths, may it pleafe the Governor, are of fo interefting a Nature, that 
we fhall ftand excufed in recommending in the moft earneft Manner, the deplorable State of thefe 
Indians, and the heavy Difcouragements under which our Commerce with them at prefent labours, 
to the Governor’s mott ferious Confideration, that fome good and fpeedy Remedies may be provided, 
before it be too. late. , = 


RICHARD PETERS, 


e 


November 1, 1753. ISAAC NO RRIS, 


BEN}. FRANKLIN. 


Ji 


¥ 


spe Lommilfioners agreed ta it. — 
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